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A-FRIENDLY 


T O ONE 


Parſon BExJaMrN, Ge. 
S ee g, c 0 


Friend Benjamin, 


5 Ry 0 E it not be thought that 
NN. Ces W d come unto thee with Flat- 
RR teries and Fawnings, to 

1 A 

ſet forth thy Praiſes in 
Words of Vanity : But in 
SAASLE Plainneſs and Verity I muſt 
entertain fois Diſcourſe with thee in this 


publick Way, leaſt Men think thee to be that 


2 2 which 


(4) 


which thou art not, and leaſt thou learn 
tions. 477 

I have not long ago caſt my Eye upon 

ce of thy Writings, for in truth, Benjamin, 
thou art fomething voluminous, and I muſt 
not refrain from telling thee wherein thou 
art worthy of Blame. 
Indeed it ſeemeth unto me that thou haſt 
fomented much Strife, even trom the begin- 
ning, having ſpoken Words which have 
brought on thee the evil Will of thy Bre- 
cha even of all thy Brethren ; for I meet 
with none of thoſe Men who call themſelves 
Prieſts of thy Church, but who, altho' they 
may ſay thou art on the right Side of the 
Queſtion, for ſome few are of that Opinion; 
yet ſay alſo, that thou haſt been the Occaſion 
of ſo much Strife, and of fo much Scandal 
to good People, that it had been much better 
thou had'ſt not ſpoken at all, but that thou 
had ſt altogether Bolden thy Peace even from 
the Beginning. 

It is true, many of thy Sayings are plea- 
ſing to us, and we find the Truth ſpeaketh 
ſometimes out of thy Mouth, in a manner, 
which it is plain thou doſt not foreſee, no 
not thy ſelf, in the greateſt of thy Humane 


Wiſdom; ſee ing it is evident thou haſt ſpoken 
- thoſe things, which in their Nature over- 


throw 
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throw the Conſtitution of thy own builds 


ing up, and deſtroy the Authority which 
at the fame time thou haſt exercis'd among 
Men: . 5 | | 

If then thy Words and thy Actions thus 


contradict, and are inconſiſtent with each 
other, how is it that thou can't, with ſo 


much Rancour and Gall, write a whole Book, 


containing more than three hundred Pages, 
to expoſe the Contradictions and Inconſiſten- 
cies of others? | = 


Can it be poſſible, Benjamin, that if all 
the Gibeing Things which thou haſt ſaid in 
publick, in thy late Book, concerning the 
Man thou calleſt a DEAN, were ſpoken 
with Juſtice and Truth? Nay, were much 
more of that Kind poſſible to be ſaid; yet 
ean it be poſſible that it can be more contra- 
dictory to it ſelf, or more inconſiſtent than 
the Contradictions, which appear daily be- 
tween thy Profeſſion, as a Man dignify'd a- 
mong Men, exalted in that Conſtitution, 
which thou corruptly calleſt a Church, to that 
vain Title or Office which Men call a Superior, 
and the Arguments which thou uſeſt to prove 


that Church and that Office to be void and with- 
out Foundation, in the Word of the Lord? 


HFaſt not thou, although a Churchman, exalt- 
ed above thy Brethren, vindicated and defended 


the Men who ſay openly ; that ſuch a Miniſter 
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as thou art, is an un ſcriptural Employment of 


Humane Invention, impoſed upon the Faith- 
ful, neither of Divine Original, or veſted with 
Divine Authority? Nay, Benjamin, thou haſt 
Even ſaid, and in ſo ſaying, thou ſaid'ſt well, 
no doubt, that the Diſcipline belonging to the 


Eccleſiaſtick Conſtitution, as it is ſettled by 


the Lay- Powers among us, is not a Chriſtian 
% £10 2 EH, 
But how then comeſt thou to put this Not 
Chriſtian Diſcipline in Execution, by the Un- 
righteous Authority of thy Office, and by the 
Ungodly Officers of thy Eccleſiaſtical Court? 
Verily, Benjamin, thou oughteſt not to ſay 


further concerning any thing which the Man 


call'd a Dean has ſaid amiſs, until thou haſt 


reconciled this thy Doctrine with thy Practice, 


which I do not ſee thou art enclin'd in thy 
/ 2 HK) 5: 
It has been alledged againſt thee, that 

thou contendeſt not in theſe: Things for Re- 
ligion, but for Strife and Vain Glory, ſug - 
geſting to thy ſelf Praiſe of Men, in that thou 
art eloquent, and haſt the Gift of the Gob ; 
ſo Friends iti the North of theſe Lands call a 
Man full of Words; and verily thoſe who 


ſpeak thus of thee, ſeem to ſavour of Know- 


edge; foraſmuch as they give an Account, 


with much Laughter, how thou defendeſt 
with Obſtinancy the foul Cauſe of the Jeſuit, 


oo 


(23 | 
ſaid to be in thy Houſe, who appears at 
length an Evil Perſon, not to be in any wiſe 
defended by juſt Men, who are Lovers of 
:: $3 75: . 5 
In Truth, Benjamin, thou haſt loſt much 
in the Favour of juſt Men, by obſtinately per- 
ſiſting in Vindication of that wicked Perſon, 
till thou waſt put to Silence, and that with 
ſome Bluſhes, as Friends aſſure me, by the 
poſitive Oath of his Oppoſer ; and as thou 
alloweſt, That ſuch a» Oath of Confirmation | 
7s an End of all Strife ; ſo it ſeemd evident 
that the Affirming directly contrary to what 
thy Prieſt, nay, if I lye not, to what thy 
ſelf had affirmed, has, deſervedly, much 
leffen'd thy Credit, not only in all that thou 
had'ſt ſaid before, bat for all that thou 
can'ſt ſay for ever hereafter. 7” _ 
Verily, Benjamin, thou haſt ſeem'd much to 
forget thy ſelf, when thou undertakeſt ſo warm- 
Iy to ſearch the Truth and Conſiſtency of the 
Books of thy Antagoniſt, ſeeing thou haſt 
been ſo openly detected of Inconſiſtency and 
Contradiction in the Caſe aboveſaic. 
Alſo it is remarkable, Benjamin, that there 
have been divers very unwarrantable Pra- 
ctices made uſe of to invalidate the Teſtimony © 
of thy Oppoſer ; I wiſh thou may'ſt be 
able to clear they ſelf effe&ually of the I 
Charge of being concern d that way, when 
5 BE 


"On 1 
it ſhall be brought to Enquiry, in a proper 
Place, and in a proper Way for thee to 


do it: I do not ſay I charge thee with 
this Crime, for I am not thy Accuſer ; but 


there is One that accuſeth or excuſeth thee, 
that is thy own Conſcience. And thou know- 


eſt certainly and fully thy ſelf, whether thou 
waſt Concern'd or no in it. Beſides, Benja- 
min, it is ſaid among the People, that thou 
- didft lay the Foundations of ſome, no leſs 
Scandalous Accuſations againſt One Mills 


of Croydon, in which he was fully acquitted, 
being beard by him thou calleſt Metropoli- 


tan, and who by thy own Law was the pro- 


per Judge of that Affair; neither do I hear 
that thou haſt complain'd of any Injuſtice in 
his acquitting the ſaid Mis of the Charge: 


Whether thou haſt been an Accuſer of thy 
Brethren, yea or no, I do not averr; but 
it ſeemeth ſtrange unto us who are Friends 
unnto thy good Name, that thou ſhouldeſt let 


ſuch Things as theſe remain doubtful, verily 


If thou art innocent, thou oughteſt to have 


declared thy Innocence; for I aw aſſured by 


the Friends of Truth, that the ſaid M/s 
Was very much wronged in that Accuſation ; 


and that. he was not Guilty of the Things 


whereof he was accuſed. 10 - 
It ſeemeth ſtrange to us Benjamin, I ſay 
to ys, Who are a People who ſeek Peace, 


that 
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that thou, who pretendeſt to be of a peace- 
able Diſpoſition, or at leaſt by thy Office 
oughteſt to be ſuch, ſhould thus delight in 
Mar; verily thou ſeemeſt to be one of thoſe 
of whom the Word faith that they are like 

the troubled Sea. The troubled Sea is indeed 
a Thing continually foaming and raging, 
caſting out filth and froth againſt the inof- 
fenſive Shores without ceaſing, and which 
is worſe, without Provocation and Deſign ; 
but which is better, it is without Effect alſo, 
without Capacity of injuring or hurting the 


— 


ſaid Shore. But on the other hand, which 


I take to be much thy caſe, the quiet Shore 
in a paſſive bearing the Daſhings of this 
Troubled Sea, and the raging of its Billows, 
frequently gains upon the Waters, which debil- 
litated and weaken'd by the expending their 
Strength to no purpoſe, are obſerv d to give 
back by ſlow degrees from the Land, and 
leave large Tracts of Ground bare, as a Tro- 


phy of Conqueſt to the Victor. 


I might now enquire of thee, Benjamin, if 


thou woul'dſt be modeſt and juſt in thy Anſwer, 


whether thoy haſt made up the Reckoning 
yet, between thee and thy Adverſaries, 
and whether thou can'ſt tell me what thou 
haſt gained by all the Clamour thou haſt 


raiſed among Men? I fay, what thou haſt 
8 tk | „ B | : | 
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thou calleſt Religion; or to that = Thing. 
whereof thou eemeſt to know but little, 
co a Church; or above all, to that leſs 
underſtood Thing, calld the Kingdom of 


Chriſt. Verily, thou haſt fought = Battles 


of the Lord with the Carnal Weapon, thy 


Pen, but haſt brought neither Honour to 
thy. Self, or addition to the intereſt of him 


who thou calleſt thy Maſter : for if, as thou 
ſayeſt well, his Kingdom is not of this World, 


wherefore doſt thou ſeck to ſupport it with 
worldly Inſtruments, and the Arts of thy fan- 
cy d Rhetorick ? Verily, Words avail nothing: 


In this'Quarrel, it muſt be in the Sword of 


the Lord, not in the Sword of Gideon; it 
muſt be the Power of the Spirit, not the Spi- = 


rit of thy Power, which muſt be exerted in 


maintaining this Kingdom, and this thou 


haſt ſaid thy ſelf more than often times; why 
then doeſt' thou go back from thy firſt 


Principles, and —. into a War with the 


Men of the World, in defence of that King- 


dom, and of that Authority which is not 


maintain d by theſe Means 
In this, Benjamin, Methinks thou art in- 


conſiſtent with. thy ſelf, and falleſt into the 
ſame Self. Contradiction which thon Chargeſt 
upon the Men who oppoſe thee ; for verily 
this eqiniog into Controverſy by writing 
againſt 


gain d, either to thy ſelf, or to that Thing whicli 
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( 11 d) : 
againſt each other in Vindication, as thou 
calleſt it, of the Kingdom of Chriſt, is an 

Endeavour for the ſupporting of that Kingdom 
by thy Agency, albeit at the ſame time thou 
alledgt that no Humane Power can claim any 
Right to interpoſe in the Government of that 
Kingdom, or can make any Pretence to aſſiſt 
In the maintaining it. El 

Doubtleſs Friend, if no Laws, no Conſti- 
tions are concern'd tointerpoſe in the Govern- 
ment of Chriſt's Kingdom, no Power is 
wanting to ſupport or maintain it; but as 
Chriſt alone has the Right of Legiſla- 
ture, which thing I allow, ſo he has Power 
ſufficient to Enforce his own Laws; and his 
Spirit is ſufficient to extend its Influence in the 
Hearts of his Subjects ; to diffuſe the Know- 
ledge of his Will, and to produce an Uni- 
verſal Obedience in his Subjects to thoſe his 
Laws if he thinks fit to have it ſo. 
Wberefore then doeſt thou officiouſly take 
up the Weapons of Strife in a Quarrel of 
peace? And wherefore doeſt thou lay about 
thee againſt thy Brethren ? It booteth not 
one jot to the Kingdom of Jeſus, which 
of ye have the Better, or which of ye ſpeak- 
eth moſt Senſe, or moſt Nonſence. 

And wherefore then haſt thou thus brought 
upon thy ſelf innumerable Enemies and Op- 
poſers, and Men of Talents and Humane 
| 8 3 2 Learn- 
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(12) 
Learning to attack thee from every part? By 
whom thou art ſure to be wearied out at 
laſt, and in defending thy ſelf againſt whom, 
thou haſt even wearied the World with thy : 


Writing. Surely Benj amin thou art Ignorant 


of the manner by which Men in theſe lat- 
ter Days judge of Matters in Controverſy, 
and how the way of the World now, is not 


for the People to judge of things by the 


force of the Reaſonings and worldly Argu- 
ments uſed on' either Side to Maintain or 
Defend their Poſitions ; But Men judge now 
a-days by the Party which they Eſpouſe, 
and by the Political Intereſts which they have 
declar'd for before hand; ſo that the De- 
bate is not now upon the Weight of what 


this or that Man fayeth in the Cauſe, but 


upon who the Man 1s, and who he is 
for, who ſpeaketh ; and thus in every Que- 
ſtion that is canvas d by humane Art in the 
World, Men Determine which Man's Argu- 


mets they will approve and not approve, be- 


Thee. they hear what the ſaid Perſon hath 
to ſay 
If hou can'ſt firſt Encounter with this 
new Method of Judging, and can'ſt Purge 
Mens Minds from their Partiality, which I 
much doubt thou art not able to do, Then 
thou mayeſt indeed Endeavour. by thy Elo- 
Nene, and by the 3 of thy quaint 
| Phraſes, 


(1237). 
Phraſes, to inſinuate into their Underſtand- 
ings, and bring ſome of them over to thy 


Opinions: But it is to no Purpoſe for thee 


to go about to waſh Ethiopians z thy Words 


make no Impreſſions upon any but ſuch as 


were before partial to thy Party, the reſt is all 
beating the Air, and only teazes the Multitude 


of thy Enemies, who will at laſt even fmo- 


ther thee with Words, and thou wilt ex- 


pire in thy own Way, viz. die in a Fit of 
Talk. | | 

| Thou haſt indeed encumber'd thy ſelf al- 
ready with a Load of Diſputes, too heavy 
for thy Potentials; and it thou canſt carry 
this Burthen to thy Journey's End, thou ſhalt 
always be eſteemed by me as a very good 
Ticket-Porter : But it is impoſſible, Berja- 
min ; and J muſt ſay to thee, as one of thy 
Profane Poets ſaid to another Voluminous 
Author, who in ſpight of want of Senſe, 
would be continually writing, 


Fellows who ne'er were heard or read of, 


If thou writ ſt on, will write thy Head off. 


Be reaſoned: with then, Friend Benjamin, 
and know the Extent of thy Talent; learn 
when to have done; take the Hint of Solo- 
mon, Who was nigh-band as wiſe as thy ſelf; 
Be not wiſe over much ; why ſhouldeſt thou die 

ES before 
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before thy Time 2 For if thou art certain to 


convince no Body, but thoſe who are of thy 
fide already: Wherefore beateſt thou the 
Air? And wherefore is this tedious Conten- 


tion kept amotig Men, who not only are in the 


wrong on both Sides, but even are likely, by 

their Method, to be every Day more in the 

Wrong than before. ä 5 
And to be plain with thee, Benjamin, this 


Strife among you Churchmen, as ye call your 


ſelves, is the greateſt Abſurdity, ſpeaking of | 
you as Churchmen, that it is poſſible for ye 
all to be guflty of: For what do ye in this 


but expoſe your ſelves to us, who already 


believe you to be in the wrong, and confirm 
our ſaid Belief, by your accuſing one another 
of thoſe very Follies and Miſtakes, of which 
we did before accuſe and condemn you? And 
whoſe Cauſe are ye all pleading but ours, who 
acknowledge not your Church or your Hie- 
rarchy in any Part of it? oe 
Thy. Oppoſers ſay of thee, that thou art 


pleading the Cauſe of the Diſſenters, and we 


ſay ſo alſo; verily in this thou art right, 
and pleadeſt the Cauſe of Truth: And when 
thou ſayeſt that 2 Man's being perſwaded of 


Error in thy Church, is a ſufficient Authority 


for bim to ſeparate from it; thou ſayeſt right; 
and this we have ſaid alſo, even all of us 
who have ſeparated from your Church (ar 


3 eee a 


2 we 


> 
jon call it.) What then haſt thou ſaid for us 


more than we knew before, and more than 
we ſaid loudly before for our ſelves ? Have 


we not often challeng'd the Sons of your 
Hierarchy to contradi& it? Thou haſt only 
confeſs d that Truth for us which we inſiſted 
upon before (vi. ) that ſome of the Lay Con- 
ſtitutions of that which you call your Church, 
were Unfcriptural, and a Uſurpation up- 
on the Authority of Jeſus. And tho I own 
unto thee, that what thou ſayeſt may be right, 
and all the Diſſenters triumph in thy making 


theſe juſt Conceſſions; yet verily, Benjamin, 


I do not find that they accept of thy officious 
Zeal for their Caufe, any otherwiſe than as 
the Teſtimony of an Enemy, forced from 
him by the Power of Truth; at the ſame 


time declaring that this thy juſt Acknowledg- 


ment is due to the Merit of their Cauſe, 
which obliges thee to confeſs that we are in 
the Right; and that, Benjamin, we have ob- 
Een a double Victory over thy People, by 
hy means: Firſt, We bave thee to prove 
that they are in the Wrong, that they are 
Uſurpers of the Authority of King Jeſus, 


that he has deputed no Power to them over 
the Conſciences of Men, but that every Man 


has 2 Supremacy within himſelf to govern his 

Opinions, and is ſubje& to none, and that: 

a Perſwaßon of Error in thy Church or 
| 5 Party, - 


(16) 
Party, is a fult and ſufficient Juſtification to 
us, or to any one to ſeparate from it. And, 
Secondly, We have the Teſtimony of thy 
Rades againſt thy Inſincerity ; that where 


as thou halt declar'd thy ſelf perſwaded of 


Error in the Conſtitution of thy Hierar- 


chy, yet thou do'ſt not ſeparate from the 


ſame. . - | 
Thus, Benjamin, thou wilt be rejected by 
all ſorts of Chriſtians, unleſs. thou can'ſt 


(which ſome ſay is thy Heß on) eret a New 
Sect or Party of thy own, and chooſing thee 


out Diſciples, who ſhall be fully inſtructed in 


thy particular Opinion, ſet up a Doctrine 


of thy own inſtituting, and obtain a Num- 
ber of Followers, as the Leaders in Error 


have always done; and this indeed ſeems to 


be in thy Head, thoſe Words which I have 


obſerv'd to drop from thee pretty often in 
thy Writings ( viz.) MY Doctrine, MY 
Principles, My Opinion, and the like; inti- 


mating, as it would ſeem, that thou art ſet- 


ting up a Doctrine of thy O W N forming, 
and which perhaps thou wouldſt be willing 
ſhould perpetuate thy Name to after Days. 


Well be it with thee, who can ſt flatter thy 


ſelf with a Fame built on the Broaching 
Error in the World ; for Queſtionleſs, this 


. maſt be an Error which muſt be built on a 


Scheme form d by joining with that which 
thou 


(17) 
thou declareſt ought to be ſeparated from, at 
the ſame time. 

Verily, thy Followers muſt retain this Prin- 
ciple, (viz.) that they ſhall continue Mem- 
bers of that People, who they acknowledge 
to be in a Way of Error; and that they ſhall 
ſtill be a Part of that Conſtitution, which 
they confeſs to be an Uſurpation upon the 
Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and an Invaſion 
of his Kingdom. PTL 

Fie, Fie, Benjamin ! Either ſeparate from 
them thy ſelf, or thou wilt very ill juſtify 
our Separation ; it will be a moſt deſperate 
Piece of Service for thee to engage in, at 
once to juſtifie us that ſeparate, and thy ſelf 
who Conformeſt: As to our Separation, we 
need not thy help, nor can we accept of thy 
officious Diſputing for us, unleſs thou wilt 
likewiſe ſhew thy Faith in thine own Argu- 
ments, by a conſcientious adhering to them 
in Practice: For Example, thou argueſt a- 
gainſt the Lawfulneſs of the Sacramental Teſt, 
as thou calleſt it, and well had ſt thou tim'd 
the Uſe of thoſe Arguments; had any Act 

been depending for the Reforming that Im- 
Poſition, tho therein thou can'ſt have ſaid no- 
thing, but what has been ſaid before thee, by 
us, on frequent Occaſions ; but as I do not 


hear that any thing is now doing on that 
| C Sub- 
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60 8 wherefore then haſt thou ſpoken ? 
True it is, that it is a Blow to the Cauſe of 

_ Coertion, and. of Impoſitions ; that thou 
Who art an exalted Member of that Hierar- 
chy, haſt acknowledg'd the Injuſtice of thoſe 
Laws, and vindicated thereby Our Separation; 
but it is far from adding to thy ſelf, that 
thou can'ſt continue to wear the unhallowed 
Robes of that Authority, which thou ſo 
Eminently condemneſt, and that altho' the 
Uſurpations which thou complaineſt of are 
not depoſed ; and this is what I ſo often, 
yea, again and again, call to thy Memory, 
for thy more mature Conſideration : For 
art not thou one of thoſe Men, who haſt 
taken on thee the prophane Office of a Go- 
vernor. in that Hierarchy that has thus op- 
preſt us, and which has thus invaded the 
Authority of King FESUS ? Wherefore 
then canſt thou 4 5 into an Enquiry after 
the Offence, which thou careſt not to amend? 
If it be true, that the Conſtitution which 
thou ſp eakeſt of, as Eſtabliſhed by the Lay- 
7. 3 is not ncedful to be ſubmitted to; but 
that every Man has a Supremacy within him- 
ſelf, by which he is to judge; How then 
canſt thou maintain that Conſtitution ? 
Verily, thou haſt taken upon thee a Task 
too great for thee t to go thorow, more 
eſpe- 


(19) 
eſpecially to condemn the Legal Diſpoſi- 
tions, and at the ſame Time to conform 
to them, and teach Men ſo to do. 

Ti think, Friend Benjamin, thou art not 
much unlike that Projecting Prieſt, who Men 
call Cardinal Alberoni, who, at the ſame time, 
that with great Accuracy, he has applied 
himſelf to ſearch out the Imperfection of 
the Adminiſtration in his own Country, as 
if he would amend. the General Scheme of 
that ill Conduct, which had reduc'd the King- 
dom in which he lives, to all the Inconve- 
niencies, which for ſome Ages before it had 
labour'd under, has, inſtead of rectifying 
thoſe Abuſes, involv'd the Publick in Miſ- 
chiefs and Dangers, ten thouſand times greater 
than before, and which are moſt likely to 
bring his whole Country to unavoidable 
Ruin: I think thy Caſe much the ſame ; 
For does not thy New Doctrine tend to deſtroy 
entirely the preſent Eſtabliſſid Conſtitution 
of that Body which thou art a Member of, 
and thereby involve it in far greater Miſchiefs 
than attended it before, notwithſtanding all 
che Miſtakes which thou complaineſt of? 

How · be · it that thou thinkeſt the ſaid Con- 
ſtitution Erroncous, Couldeſt thou form no 
Principles upon which a Reformation of 
thoſe Abuſes are wrought, but thon muſt 
take 1 in hand to ſupport us, who at the ſame 


9 N time 


2 2 — > = — —1 — — ES 
LACIE 45 — 7 * — * 
. po * * hs * 
: 1 4 
A 1 


+ 
r nn ATE 1. 1 Pu Do Boos rene Ws. RD . 
_ 1 — 4 1 wat WT. * * —— 
: : . 
, C . 


( 20 ) 


ine meithes asf d or Aeſir d thy Aen. and 


perhaps needed it not, and indeed can not ac- 
cept of it, but upon the Terms of thy Sepa- 
ration from that Conſtitution which thou 


ſtill adhereſt to? 


But beſides all this, Friend Benjamin, let 
us enquire of thee, to what End is what thou 


haſt now advanced: publiſhed to the World? 
And how daeſt thou make it correſpond 
with thy Principles? 


Thou haſt publiſhed a Book, in which 


thou haſt Cavill'd much, dwelt long on 
Trifles, Triumph'd much over thy Adver- 
ſary, on account of his having contradicted 


himſelf in ſeveral Things, which thou ſayeſt 
he has written: But as 1 have ſaid before, 


thou haſt not, in my Opinion, Friend, con- 
ſidered how much, and in what Particular 


thou haſt contradicted thy ſelf, and what 


manifeſt Inconſiſtency there is between thy 


Words and thy Actions; take then thy own 
Likeneſs, as ſet forth in theſe Words. 
Thou inſiſteſt much upon the Unreaſona- 
bleneſs of the Teſt AF, as eſpecially its being 
JUST upon the Papiſts, as they are Enemies to 


the Civil Government, andUNJUST upon the 


Diſſenters, becaufe they are on the contrary, no 


Enemies to the Civil Government. But what 


is this to the Caſe before thee 2 It is evident, 


about 


as 1 ſaid aboye, that the Parliament is not 


% 
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about to remove the Teſt Ack at all; and all 
thou haſt ſaid of the Abuſe of Religion in 
continuing it is againſt thee, For if thy 
Church infiſts upon this Excluſive Law, and 
will not Repeal it, then is thy Church, as 
thou calleſt it, guilty, by thy own Confeſſion, 
of maintaining a» Error - And if thou art 
| perſwaded of an Error, in the Practice of thy 
Church, Why doeſt thou not ſeparate from 
it, as thou mayeſt juſtity doing, even by thy 
own Doctrine. | 

Verily, Benjamin, it ſeemeth to me that 
thou doeſt believe, that as on the one hand a 
Chriſtian, when he is perſwaded of an Error in 
any Conſtituted Church, may, on that Per- 
ſwaſion, juſtifie his Separation from it: So 
on the other hand, thou alloweſt him to a& 
which way he pleaſes, and that he is at Li- 
berty to ſeparate from Error, or not to ſepa- 
rate, as he thinks meet ; whereas I muſt 
ſpeak to thee in Words of Plainneſs, he is 
not ſo at Liberty to act; for that if a Chri- 
ſtian is perſwaded of Error, in a Conſtitution, 
or Church, as tho calleſi it, of which he is 
a Member, and eſpecially when thoſe Errors 
are impoſed upon him as Terms of Commu- 
nion, he not only may ſeparate from ſuch 
Communion ; I ſay again, he not only MAY, 
but muſt ; he otherwiſe becomes guilty of that 
Error which he joins with : But how then 


can'ſt 
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| can'ſt thou retain all the Functions and Em- 


ployments which thou haſt enjoy d fo long 


time, and yet owneſt thy Church is eſtabliſh d 


upon ſuch perſecuting, unjuſt Laws, as are 
Inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity 3 ; and owneſt 
that thy Church maintains a Uſurpation on 
the Kingdom and Authority of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who alone is King and Soveraign in his 
Church ; this, I ſay unto thee, 1s an aſto- 
niſhing, ſelf. contradicting practice: And al- 
beit thy Argument were much better than it 
is in Favour of us who ye call Sectaries, thou 
art to us as 4 Sound ing Braſs, and a Tintling 


Cimbal. 1 


And be not offended, Benjamin, that I 
liken thee to that Enflaming Prieſt in Spain; in 
Truth, he may on many accounts be excuſed; 
for that he has embroil d the State only. thou 
the Church: He has indeed brought War 
and Devaſtation againſt his Country from 


Abroad, but haſt not thou ſet peaceable People | 


together by the Ears in thy own Country, and 
in ſome meaſure been ſaid to raiſe Civil 
War, or at leaſt Civil Feuds among thy Bre- 
thren? For to what elſe do thy Writings 


tend? And why haſt thou deviated from thy 


more peaceable Employment of Preaching, 
to Printing Pamphlets againſt thy Brethren, 


in a Caſe in which thou art ſure to raiſe much 


Strife, but not fare to make one Convert? 
Fur- 
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- Furthermore, what haſt thou gain d by 


the Conteſt thou haſt ſo eagerly engaged in? 


Thinkeſt thou that the Fame thou expecteſt 
will not ballance the Evil which thou haſt 
brought upon thy People, in cauſing them 
to contend in fo ungodly a Manner, break- 
ing all Charity and Neighbourhood, recrimi- 
nating upon, and reproaching one another ; 
ripping up mutual Failings, and expoſing 


each other in a ſhameleſs Manner ? Verily, 


it is an evil Thing that thou haſt done, and 
I rebuke thee for the ſame. 
Suppoſing, that as thou vaunteſt thy ſelf, 


thou had'ſt obtain'd a Victory over ſome Par- 


ſons, frail and vain, like thy ſelf, and a- 
bounding in Words ; what Alteration art 
thou able to produce thereby, in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Conſtitution, which thou complaineſt 


of? Has any one Man chang'd his Judgment 


or Opinion by thy Writings? YEA, have not 
the HIGH among thy Brethren ſtrengthened 
themſelves, and hardned their Faces againſt 
thee by theſe things? 1 

As for the Service thou haſt done us, who 
diſſent from thy Church, Verily, 1 ſee no- 
thing in it worth returning Thanks, or worth 


encouraging thee to go on with it; and why 


is it that thou expoſeſt thy Officious Zeal 
in a Caſe in which we are not perhaps ſo 
fully ſatisfied of thy Sincerity as thou mayefſt 


expect to find us ? ew 
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Were it not much better: for thee to take 
np the Weapons of Truth againſt the raging 
Immoralities of the Times in whjch we live, 
and open thy Mouth againſt the Ungodly 
Encroachments which Vice has made upon 
the Fundamentals of Religion, and the de- 
bauch'd Principles of the Wicked and Pro- 
phane? _ 67 

Verily, Benjamin, ſpreading the Cavils of 
ſubtile Men, difufing Error on one Side, and 
not fully confuting it on the other, is 
eſteem'd on all Sides injurious to Truth: 


For as much as that Error is generally more 


Vigorouſly inſiſted on and defended, than 
Truth it ſelf: Even thou thy ſelf haſt com- 
plain d much of the Induſtry of thy Adverſa- 
" Ties, in their Infinuating into the Minds of 
the Ignorant People: And we cannot ſay for 
_ thee, that either thy Succeſs or thy Applica- 

tion bave been Equal to it. | : 

Nor has Truth generally obtain'd equal 
Succeſs with.the Error it has oppoſed, as is 
the Caſe in thy preſent Undertaking ; for as 
I have faid, notwithſtanding all that thou 


haſt done and written, and notwithſtanding 
all the boaſted Succeſs of thy preſent Wri- 
tings, it does not appear unto me that either 


of the Houſes of Parliament encline to take 
off the unlawful, unjuſt Teſt, which thou 
haſt ſo much ſpoken againſt ; and as for the 

| greater 
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greater Part of thy Fraternity, and Mem- 
rs of thy Church, they ſeem to be more 


and ric poſſeſs d of the Neceſſity they 


have upon them to oppoſe the taking it off 
at all: Nay, they begin to rouze of them- 
ſelves, as they ſay, the more to aſſert the 
Rig ht of Excluding a Diſſenter, by how 
9 they pretend, ſome Falſe Brethren 
among them, ſuch as they perhaps eſteem thee 
to be, appear inclin d to Detray their Church 
and give it up.. _ 

Haſt thon not then well employ d thy 
talkative Talent in beating the Air, while 
thou haſt rather indeed been beating the 


Alarm to thy Enemies, and awakning them 


to oppoſe thee, than perſwading them to 
come over to thy Opinion. Believe me, 
Benjamin, as I ſaid to thee in the Begin- 
ning, the State of the Parties is much the 
fame as it was when thou liſteſt thy ſelf 
in this Quarrel ; only that I may give thee 
my Opinion, many are gone off from thee, 


and the Number of thy Oppoſers are en- 


creaſed, rather than diminiſhed, fince thou 
haſt laid about thee, as thou haſt done; 


and eſpecially ſince the filthy Story of thy | 


Jeſuit's Conduct has come upon the Stage, 


and bis entring with thee into the Liſt 


againſt thy more Orthodox Brethren. Fie, 
Benjamin, how could'ſt thou, who art, in 


”D thy 
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thy own Opinion, ſo able to maintain thy 
Points againſt all thy Oppoſers; I ſay, 
how couldeſt thou join ſuch a pitiful Auxil- 
liar to thy Party, ſuffering a Renegade of 
Rome to inſult thy Brethren ? For, Verily, 
the Man over and above his want of Prin- 
ciples, is greatly deficient of that which 


thou pretendeſt much to, I mean Decency, 

being altogether as void of Manners, as they 
ſay he is void of Truth; and which is much 

more to his Shame to ſpeak, he is ſaid to 


be as void of Truth as of Manners. | 

It is true, thou mayeſt ſmile at a Charge 
of this Nature, coming from one whom ye 
think decrys the thing thou calleſt Man- 
ners; but thou art therein greatly deficient 
in thy Knowledge of us, and of our Ways: 
For albeit, Friends do not. give worldly 
Homage, after the Manner of Men, yet we 
do not uſe the Men which we ſo decline to 
honour, with unſeemly Words, and rude of- 
fenſive breaking forth of Words, foraſmuch 


as we do by all Men, as we would that 


they ſhould do unto us. | 

But thou knoweſt well that this thy Je- 
ſuit, as they call him, hath with Rudeneſs 
and filthy Words, aſſaulted thoſe who he 
has fallen on in thy Defence: So that the 


Sons of Belial have rejoyc d over thee, and 
have ſaid, that thou haſt employ d him to 


do 
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do that dirty Work which thon cared'ſt not 
to do for thy ſelf ; or which to ſpeak plain- 


ly, thou waſt aſham'd to do for thy ſelf. 
And now he is put to Silence, and thou 
alſo haſt, for ſome time, been put to Silence 
on his Behalf, and to wipe outthe Remem- 
brance of thoſe things, whereof they are 
aſhamed, thou haſt called another Cauſe, as 
the prophane Men ſpeak, and haſt ſet on 


Foot an ancient Diſpute concerning Teſts, 


Occaſional - Communion, Schiſm - As, and 
the like ; for which, in my Judgment, Ben- 


jamin, the Diſſenters have little Reaſon to 


acknowledge thy Services. For be it ſo, 
ſome of thoſe Laws which have for ſome 


time oppreſs'd us, (viz. ) the Schiſm- Act, 


and Occaſional-Act, whereby we are not 


permitted the inſtructing our own Children; 
and thoſe of the Diſſenters, who ſeek Men 
acquainted with the Learning of the Hea- 


then to be their Inſtructors, are not allowed 
Schools to inſtruct them in the ſaid Learn- 
ing. I ſay, albeit theſe Acts are now in a 
fair Way to be repealed by the Rulers of 
thy People, yet I do not ſee that any thing 
ſaid by thee can have contributed to that, 


which Juſtice hath moved our Rulers to do. 


But were it true, I do not yet ſee alſo 
wherein the Diſſenters ſhall be bettered by 


Fat Matter, ſeeing it opens a Door to that 
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ungodly Practice of joyning with one Sort 
to Day, and with another to Morrow; 
with one Side for pretended Conſcience, 
and with the other for Worldly Enjoy- 
ment and Advantage; which Practice I 
hold to be not only Vile and Hypocritical 
in it ſelf, and to have a Tendency to de- 


ſtroy true Sincerity, but alſo I hold it to be 


deſtructive to. the Diſſenters themſelves in 
this Nation, to the Worldly Intereſt, as a 

Party, and to their good Name among 
Men; and which will, in the End, carry 
them all, or at leaſt all their Poſterity over 
to thy Church. And be it known to thee, 
Benjamin, whether thou wilt acknowledge 
it or not, I cannot tell, but I take this to 
be thy Defi ignz and that thou art only de- 
Ggning to obtain this Liberty for the Diſ- 


ſenters, 1 that thou mayeſt deſtroy 


them, and lay a Snare for them. Nor is it 
my Opinion only, that this Liberty will de- 
ſtoy them, but it has been the Opinion of 
thy Brethren, particularly the Arch-Prelate 
of Lambeth, laſt deceaſed, and the Prelate 


Gilbert, of whoſe Fame thou haft heard; who 


ſaid, as I am informed, by the Men of 
Truth in the Aſſembly of the Princes of thy 


People, that the Diſſenters had loſt more 


Ground by their Tolerating them in Occa- 
fional-Communion, than ever they had loſk 


1 

by all the Perſecuting Laws they had been 
vened withal in this Land. 

If this then be true of thee, that thou; 
with thy Brethren, haſt an evil Eye upon 
us Diſſenters in this Good which is now 
coming upon us, what have we to thank 
thee in therefore ? Verily, thou wilt be to 
ns as one of the Sons of Belial, who ſpake 
Peace, but ſeeks to deſtroy it, and ſay a Con- 
federacy, when they are to us as utter Ene- 
mies, and as falſe Brethren. 

Thou mayeſt even then ceaſe from us, 
Benjamin, as to theſe things, unleſs thou 
wilt, with Honeſty and Sincerity, come 
over to us, as Truth and thy own Conſci- 
ence, I queſtion not, perſwades thee thou 
oughteſt to do. For, Verily, while thou 
keepeſt thy Seat with the Scorners, and 
walkeſt in the Congregation of the Ungod- 
ly, what Weight can be given to the 
Words which thou ſhalt ſpeak in our Be- 
halt? 

I ſhall conclude, Benjamin, with putting 
thee in mind of one thing, which ſome 
ſay thou prideſt thy ſelf in, and this is, that 
thou thinkeſt thou pleaſeſt in thoſe things, 
ſome great Men and Men in Power, and per- 
haps the greateſt Man, and that in time thou 
mayeſt meet with thy Reward on that Score. 
* ſay wy little to this, only to * thee 
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tnow I have, and Friends have as much Re- 
ſpect for the King of thoſe Lands as thou 
can ſt have; but whatever thou believeſt of 
thy (elf, I cannot believe ſo unworthily of 
Our Lord the King, as to think he does, or 
will, take Pleaſure in thoſe things which do 
not tend to the Peace and Franquiliry of the 
People of his Land. 

And howbeit this may be Truth, that 
the King doeth not hear, and is not inform- 
ed of all the Sayings and Writings in theſe 
Diſputes : 'Verily, the King has things of 
much more Moment to engage his Thoughts 
about ; yet if he ſhould be at any time in- 
formed of thy Doings in this Matter, I be- 
lieve he would be ill pleaſed therewith, be- 
cauſe I believe the King deſireth unfeigned- 
ly, the Things which belong to our Peace. 
Neither is it one of the leaſt of the Er- 
rors of thy Ways, that thou haſt endea- 
voured: (as Men ſay of thee) to ſhelter thy 
weak Arguments under this Cover (vis.) 
that many of thy Oppoſers are Enemies 
unto the King ; but this doeth not give thee 
juſt Cauſe to ſuggeſt, that oppoſing thee 
denominates any Man to be an Enemy unto 
the King. Verily, there are thoſe who ſin- 
cerely love GEORGE our King, and faith- 
fully adhere unto his Intereſt, but yet can- 
not join with thee in any of theſe Things, 

by neither 
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neither can entertain the ſame Thoughts 


with thee of thy ſelf : But ſuſpect thy 


Pride, and the Naughtineſs of thy Heart, 
by how much thou puſheſt forward the 
Strife of which thou canſt never expect 


any Iſſue, but ſueh as wiſe Men deſpiſe; I 


mean the expoſing the Infirmities of others, 
in which it may fall out, ſome may think 
thou likewiſe expoſeſt thy own. 

And wherefore doeſt thou ſet thy (elf 
to oppoſe the known Law, which is 
the Opinion of thy Brethren is a Security 
to thy own Church? Thinkeſt thou that it 
is lawful for thee. to. arraign the Laws of 
the Land, and to ſay they are Ungodly and 
Unjuſt? Verily, this would be called in 
us mean, even a Crime to be puniſhed 


by the Judge: But thou doeſt this with 


Impunity, and ſeemeſt in a commanding 
Voice to claim that ſuch Laws ſhould be 
abrogated and diſanull d. But knoweſt 
thou they ſelf to be ſubject unto the Laws; 
and do not we, even we, Friend Benjamin, 
ſubmit to the Laws which we do not ap- 


prove? Where then is the Principle of 


Obedience to the Higher Powers, which 
thou haſt ſpoken ſo much about in former 
Days ? 5 
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